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April 1, 1971 
Mr. Bob Cannon . 
7 Vindhella Road 
Valhalla, Pretoria, South Africa 
Dear Bob: 
Thank you so much for your kind letter of March 17 . I 
will look forward to the copies of your tract as soon as 
they are available. Bill . me for whatever the cost is. 
I am enclosing with this letter a copy of my full r e view 
of the movie a ·s it appeared in the Abilene Reporter News. 
I don't know · of anything I have ever done that has caused 
such sharp and continued reaction as the review of the 
movie. I suppose my worst mistake .was believing that one 
could comment on such a controversial matter honestly and 
sincerely without it being completely misread. 
You and your wife saw the very point I was trying to make. 
I can't tell you how much I appreciated your taking the 
time to write and share your reaction to the movie. My whole 
point was that the movie reveals the redemptive power of 
a genuine,moral, interpersonal relationship. It is this 
kind of ~elationship that very few of us as Christians stop 
to form even with our own brothers and sisters, much less 
with needy people outside our fellowship. 
I was glad to hear of the new building you will be opening 
soon. I pray that God continues to richly bless your 
ministries there. 
Fraternally yours, 
John Allen Chalk 
a 
JAC:lc 
--
_ , 
• 
Southern Africa Bible School 
TRAINING FOR SERVICE IN THE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Mr. John Allen Chalk 
South Fifth and Highland 
Abilene, Texas 79605 
usi:i 
Dear Bohn Allen: 
P.O. Box 688 Benoni Transvaa l 
Republic of South Africa 
17 March 1971 
Thank you so much for your evaluation of my study on tongues. 
Your personal commendation means a great deal to me. I do plan 
to have a few thousand ready for distributibn by the end of this 
month and will send you the 30 copies you requested. I'll have to 
figur• out the price later. 
Of course, Pat and Shirley have meant a great deal to me per-
sonally and the teaching f and the fellowships they have embraced have 
brought me a great sadness. I pray for t hem every day; prayer is 
all I can do from over here. 
John Allen, I must share this with you. The church in Mesa, 
Arizona, !hi 1s~~gort me in this work, sent me a copy of an "anti" pr eac her'si~ P~rt Arthur. I'm sure you know about it and probably 
many others. It had to do wit h the "Midnight Cowboy" movie. Well, 
we had not seen the picture over here, but after reading his tirade, 
the wife and I had to see it. His main point seemed to be that you 
had approved ofsodo my between Ratso and Joe Buck. If the South 
African censors didn't tamper with that part of the film, we could 
detect no such inference. We came away feeling eaactly what you had 
described -- they both were terribly lonely people looking for some 
meaning in life. It was a lesson on brotherly love. I'm sorry that 
this preacher and perhaps many others are so worldly in their religious 
pride they cannot or will not see real human needs in our time. I'm 
sure you've had to bear up under this type of criticism and carping. But 
I just wanted you to know that we saw it from your point of view. 
I must close for now. We're opening a new church building this 
coming Sunday and there is still much to be done. 
BOB CANNON 
7, VINDHELLA RD., 
VALHALLA, PRETORIA 
SOUTH AFRICA 
In Christian Love, 
M~ 
Bob Cannon 
"Th e things w hic h thou hast lea rn ed fr om me amo ng many w itne sses, th e sa me co mmit th ou unto faithful 
men who sha ll be able to teac h ot her s also." II r · th 2 2 - 1mo y , : . 
